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been made by the editor, and when not so made have been revised in 
accordance with recent scholarship. In those we have been able to 
verify there is a commendable effort to reproduce the exact meaning 
of the original without the sacrifice of smoothness in the English read- 
ing. We do not hesitate to commend the volume, not only to teachers 
of church history, but to all teachers working within the period it 
covers. 

Geschichte der Romischen Kaiser. Von Alfred von Domaszewski, 
Professor an der Universitat in Heidelberg. Zweite Auflage. 
In two volumes. (Leipzig: Quelle und Meyer. 1914. Pp. viii, 
324; iv, 328.) 

The first edition of this history appeared in 1909. It was an at- 
tempt to fill the gap left by Mommsen's failure to write volume IV. of 
his Roman history and was announced as " eine Mommsen ebenbiirtige 
Arbeit ". The work now appears in the second edition and it is evi- 
dently filling a demand. 

As the title indicates, this is a history not of the empire but of the 
emperors. As against Mommsen's Provinces the emphasis is here 
placed on the personality of the emperors and on the continuity and 
unity of their Reichspolitik. In dedicating his history Deutschen Lesern, 
Domaszewski had in mind the dual importance of the Roman Empire as 
at once the background for our present-day civilization and as a warning 
example to his German readers of the decline of an imperial state which 
was without a sound economic, military, and national cultural basis 
(I. 1-8). It is frankly a work of popularization intended for the edu- 
cated German public, but it is also the work of a thorough scholar and 
an expert in the field covered by the two volumes. Both of these facts 
must be borne in mind in forming an estimate of this Geschichte der 
Romischen Kaiser. 

The treatment is strictly chronological and covers the period from 
the assassination of Julius Caesar to the accession of Diocletian. A 
glance at the economy of the two volumes, however, is disconcerting. 
The entire first volume is devoted to Augustus and Tiberius, and almost 
one-half of volume II. is given over to the thirty-three years from the 
death of Tiberius to the accession of Vespasian. This leaves but 177 
pages (a little more than a fourth of the whole) for the important period 
from the Flavian emperors to Diocletian. Such a distribution of ma- 
terial hardly inspires confidence in the author's judgment, even though it 
be generally conceded that the first sixty-four years of the principate 
were decisive. (Domaszewski is hardly justified in allotting 155 of a 
total of 309 pages to the years 44-27 B. C.) In a work intended for the 
general public, the obligation rests all the more heavily on the historian 
not merely to present the facts, but to present the facts in their 
proper perspective and proportion. Though Domaszewski has made 
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good use of the evidence from the monuments, inscriptions, and coins, he 
has, nevertheless, sacrificed true historical perspective to the details, 
often insignificant, of the literary sources. And this, in spite of his 
own severe arraignment of these very sources (I. 8-10). 

We find the same want of proportion as regards the space allotted 
to the individual emperors — and for the same reason. Though there is 
room for difference of opinion on minor points, Domaszewski's treat- 
ment of Augustus, Tiberius, Trajan, and Hadrian is in general admir- 
able, even masterly. But it hardly makes for sound historical judgment 
and a sane appreciation of the work of the emperors and the empire to 
devote almost one-sixth of the whole work to a detailed picture of the 
vagaries of Caligula, Claudius, and Nero. His aristocratic bias prevents 
Domaszewski from doing justice to the plebeian Vespasian, " ein Mann 
ohne Herkunft" (II. 145). Marcus Aurelius fares too well at his 
hands. The harking back to the idea of the "good emperors" is un- 
fortunate, and there is no excuse for repeating some of the anecdotes 
and stories, long since discredited, about Nero, Domitian, Commodus, 
and Caracalla. As for the third-century emperors, the Scriptores His- 
toriae Augustae are still too much in evidence. 

Finally, one misses an adequate treatment of the larger background 
needed to supplement and correct this series of imperial biographies. 
" Die Kenntnis des Staatsbaues ist die erste Bedingung fur das Ver- 
standnis der Geschichte. Alles politische Leben vollzieht sich im 
Staate" (I. 9). Domaszewski rightly gives considerable space to the 
establishment of the principate and the organization of the empire under 
Augustus (vol. I., chs. XV. and XVI.), treating the subject chrono- 
logically " als etwas Werdendes ". These two chapters contain one of 
the best accounts of this most controversial subject. The more is the 
pity that so little space is given to the subsequent relations between 
the emperors and the old republican organs of government, and to the 
gradual transformation of this new imperial creation of Augustus. 

In this history, written by an expert in Roman military institutions, 
one is prepared to find a large place given to the army and its relation 
to the emperors and the empire, and Domaszewski's Vorstudien on mili- 
tary subjects are, for the most part, incorporated in this larger work. 
He rightly insists on the army as the mainstay of the emperors, and the 
problem of the frontier and of frontier defense deserves the full and 
adequate treatment that it here receives. The fullness of the literary 
sources occasionally tempts the author into too detailed an account of 
certain military campaigns. 

The denationalization of the empire ("der Untergang der Romer") 
is to be found however not only in external causes, in the triumph of 
the Illyrians, and in the "Herrschaft der Grenzvolker uber das Herz 
des Reiches" (II. 231). Equally important was the denationalization 
in culture and religion — a process which receives but scant attention in 
Domaszewski's history. Jesus is not once mentioned by name (inten- 
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tionally?) and there are altogether but three brief references to Chris- 
tianity — under Nero, Decius, and Diocletian (II. 66, 294, 320). Pliny's 
letter is not mentioned. There is an over-emphasis of the more ex- 
travagant forms of the Oriental religions, e. g., under the Severi, and 
more should have been made of the emperor-cult, especially as a factor 
in the process of Romanization. The economic and social developments 
also receive but inadequate treatment. 

As these two volumes are intended for the educated public, they are 
without foot-notes, references to sources, or bibliography. Except for 
the correction of minor errors in proof of the first edition, and for 
the use of clearer type, there are no changes in the second edition. The 
new and valuable results, especially along the lines of the economic, 
social, and religious history of the empire, have not been used. The 
style is graphic, but often more forceful and vigorous than elegant. 

There is much that is good in this history, but the cardinal fault of 
the work is the utter lack of historical perspective and proportion. It 
will hardly help the general reader to a better understanding or a 
deeper appreciation of the real significance and meaning of the Roman 
Empire. 

R. F. Scholz. 

Romische Charakterkopfe: ein Weltbild in Biographien. Von 
Theodor Birt. (Leipzig: Quelle und Meyer. 1913. Pp.348.) 

The author, Theodor Birt, is professor of classical philology at Mar- 
burg, best known among us, perhaps, through his study of the ancient 
art of book-making, Das Antike Buchwesen. In the present work he 
has attempted to draw character portraits of the great men whose activi- 
ties determined the course of Roman history in the period from the 
Hannibalic war to the death of Marcus Aurelius. He is convinced (see 
the preface) that the customary literary portraits of these great person- 
ages are out of focus, because the men themselves are too closely posed 
in the midst of the great events and movement of political history, and 
hence cannot live before our eyes in their full nature. He has 
attempted to isolate them, to understand and judge them, not by their 
successes and the advantage which the progress of events has had 
through them, but by what they wished to accomplish (preface). But 
who of us knows what any political character, even of our own day, 
really wishes to do, back behind his eyes? And why should we know? 

It must be acknowledged that the author has been very skillful in 
tying his characters together upon several threads of historic develop- 
ment, especially that of the imperial expansion of Rome. But he is de- 
ceived in his belief that he has pictured the spirit of the times in his 
selected characters and that these characters are different with a sort of 
progressive differentiation, determined by some inner necessity of his- 
tory. One closes the book with the conviction that biography is not 



